How to hang and care for your new art quilt

If your quilt has been personally collected from the gallery you will have been given and shown how to fix the wooden rod in its upper sleeve to the wall.  Depending on its size and shipping arrangements it may also come with this.  If not, you will need to purchase a flat piece of wood, called cover strip in Australia, or lattice in USA,  approx 2 inches wide, and ½ inch thick, and its length being the width of your quilt less 

2 inches.      A smaller work can easily hang on a thinner strip, say ¼ in inch thick.

Sand any rough parts, and lightly spray with a clear polyurethane spray to prevent oils from the wood migrating into the fabric of the quilt.

Into each end of the wooden strip drill a fine hole and screw in a metal screw eye, like a closed cup hook.

With appropriate fitting for your  wall – nails, screws, screw-in hooks or hanging wires from a picture rail, loop the metals eyes on the end over the fitting, adjust any gathers to make sure none of the rod or metal part show from the front,  and the work is hung.

Care is so easy …

Careful placement away from direct sunlight, avoiding strong overhead lighting, and the use of UV-resistant film on windows will all help prevent any fading. 

Locate away from any smoky fires and cooking fumes.

The quilt should never need to be washed, and will only require occasional shaking or brushing to remove surface dust.   If washing is absolutely necessary, do so quickly without soaking, use Woolite or Orvis, gently squeeze, do not rub, treat it just as you would a fine hand knitted garment.  Give a quick spin dry to remove excess water, then spread out, hand smoothing  the fabric, and allow to dry flat.  Do not iron – wash wrinkles can be removed with a hair dryer.   If paint or marker pen has been used in your design, it is permanent and will not be harmed by this process.  If you have any doubt about the process, consult a conservator in your area.

If storage is necessary, place face down on a larger clean white or cream sheet or piece of fabric, and with the rod or an acid-free tube as the core, roll the quilt up, front side out – this minimizes wrinkles on the front side.  Store horizontally in a cool dry place.

Enjoy your wall quilt

If you have any questions about these instructions, or another matter regarding the care of your quilt, please do not hesitate to contact me: alison@alisonschwabe.com 

